DISA Acquisition Circular 03-03

7 October 2004

This document summarizes the changes made to the DISA Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DARS) on 7 October 2004 via DISA Acquisition Circular 03-03.
Item I – This change eliminates all references to Acquisition Liaisons and ALs in the DARS.  The title and functions of Acquisition Liaisons were never officially approved and established by the Agency.  Therefore, the title and functions of Acquisition Liaisons are eliminated from the DARS.
Item II – This change eliminates the requirement for legal and policy compliance reviews for Inquiries issued pursuant to the Inquiry/Quote/Order (IQO) process.  The requirement for legal and policy compliance reviews remains prior to issuing orders (CSAs) with an estimated or actual value expected to exceed $5,000,000.  The following reflects the change made to DARS 1.9000 (changes highlighted in blue text).

1.9000  Solicitation/contract review.

(a)  Legal and policy compliance review and coordination will be obtained prior to release of solicitations, contracts (including letter contracts), orders (including CSAs), modifications, and termination actions expected to exceed an estimated or actual contract value of $5,000,000.00, including options.  Review is not required for Inquiries issued pursuant to the Inquiry/Quote/ Order process, funding modifications outlined in FAR 32.703-2, funding program years under multiyear contracting, modifications exercising contract options, pre-priced orders issued against established IDIQ contracts, or contracts or orders for commercial items using the simplified acquisition procedures authorized under the test program set forth at FAR Subpart 13.5.  Reviews below this dollar threshold will be accomplished on a case-by-case basis when requested by a contracting officer or PLD management official.  Contracting officers should obtain legal review for solicitations, contracts, contract modifications, or orders of any dollar value that may lead to a claim or complex or unusual.

Item III – This change clarifies the Federal Acquisition Regulation requirement that formal Justifications and Approvals (J&As) are not required for sole source actions at or below the Simplified Acquisition Threshold (SAT) of $100K.  Only a written contracting determination is required for a sole source action over $2,500 and up to the SAT.  This change also clarifies that legal review/signature is not required on sole source contracting officer determinations for actions at or below the SAT.  The following reflects the changes made to DARS 6.303-1(S-94) and 6.304 (changes highlighted in blue text).
6.303-1  Requirements.
(S-94)  Review/signature by counsel for legal sufficiency is required on all justifications that exceed the simplified acquisition threshold.  Legal review/signature is not required for contracting officer determinations supporting sole source actions at or below the simplified acquisition threshold.
6.304  Approval of the justification.

(a)  The justification for other than full and open competition shall be approved in writing.  Thresholds/authorities follow:

         Dollar Threshold
Approval Authority
         Over $100K - $500K
Contracting Officer*
         Over $500K - $10M
Procuring Activity Competition Advocate**
         Over $10M  - $50M
HCA or designee 

         Over $50M

SPE***
* Sole source actions over $2,500 and no greater than $100K do not require a J&A; but do require a written contracting officer’s determination in accordance with FAR 13.106-1(b)(1) and 13.106-3(b)(3)(i).

** The Agency Competition Advocate, HCA, or SPE can approve J&As at this level in the absence of the Procuring Activity Competition Advocate.

*** Classified J&As greater than $500K are approved by the SPE unless otherwise directed.

Item IV – This change delegates the authority to the Chief, DITCO-Scott and Commander, DITCO-Pacific to make written determinations authorizing the use of other than the Governmentwide commercial purchase card for purchases at or below the micro-purchase threshold.  DFARS 213.270 requires the use of the purchase card for purchases at or below the micro-purchase threshold unless a general/flag officer or member of the Senior Executive Service (SES) makes a written determination that the source(s) for the supply or service do not accept the purchase card, and that the contracting office is seeking a source that accepts the purchase card.  DFARS 213.270(b)(2) authorizes the delegation of this authority, to prevent mission delays, to the level of the senior commander or director when an activity does not have a resident general/flag officer or SES member.  The following reflects the addition of DARS Subpart 13.2 and 213.270.
SUBPART 13.2 – ACTIONS AT OR BELOW THE MICRO-PURCHASE THRESHOLD

213.270  Use of the Governmentwide commercial purchase card

(b)(2)  The Chief, DITCO-Scott and the Commander, DITCO-Pacific are delegated the authority to make the written determination required by DFARS 213.270(b)(1) for applicable actions at their respective field office locations.
